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ECUMENICAL CENTER FOR WORLD RELIGIONS
University of San Diego
San Diego, California

BACKGROUND

The conc~pt of establishing an Ecumenical
Center for World Religions on the campus

of the University of San Diego was initiated by the faculty
of the Department of Religious Studies of the University.
The faculty was prompted to this decision by the growing
interest today in the study of other men's faiths and the
need for a place where research and dialogue might take
place.
The path of Christian dialogue is that of
th e One

vi h o

s ai d:

11

I am th e way , th e tr u th a nd t h e 1 i f e 11

•

This way of truth which leads to -life ha~ its starting point
in love.
16-17:

Jesus Christ gave us this starting point in John 3:
11

Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost
but may have eternal life.

For God sent his Son into the world

not to condemn the world, but so that thi·ough him the · world
mi g h t be s a v e d . 11

Furt he rm o re , the comm u r, i c a ti v e po \ve r of o u r

love will be in proportion to our love arid to the intensity of
ouf conviction~.

At first sight there mty appear to be a con-

trast between the attitude of · love which urges to ward union and
that of faith which insists on distinction.

However, the evidenc 2

of our distinction is that which at t racts those with whom we are
in dialogue.

~in a lly, in the pres e nce · of world religions, the

2 -

Church is not satisfied with mere proclamation (Kerygma) and
witness (martyrion) which is her essential task.

In addition,

all Christians today are urged to establish dialogue on the

human level, that is to say, frank and friendly contact, to
promote in common the ·good of the entire community.

As a

University we do this with a view to reciprocal acquaintance
and enrich ment in the matter of spiritual values, in an atmosphere of friendschip, mutual respect and liberty.
In consultation with the President of the
University, Dr. Author E. Hughes, the Ac ademic Vice-Presidents,
and the Faculty, the conviction grew ~hat an Ecumenical Center
for World Religions be establish~d and that academic relationship be fostered and encouraged with the adherents of Buddhism,
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and the Chinese and African religions.
It is imperative that our University tod ay serve as a bridge of
understanding between other cultures and world religions.

Men

bf all religions must be invited to actively participate in the
great encounter _taking place in this century, an encounter in
which, for the first time, believers of all faiths are compelled
to take one another seriously.

The University of San Diego is in a strategic
position to play a major role- in the encounter of the great re-ligions in th·is century.

Because of its. size, its private

sponsorship and its ge ographic location, it is uniquely suited
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to assume the position of leadership in an Ecumenical Center
of World Religions.
PURPOSES OF

The purposes of the Ecumenical Center for

THE CENtER

World Religions are twofold.

Firstly, the

Center is to develop and establish a library
that will serve as a resource learning center and a repository
of the scriptijres and writings of the major faiths.

The library

will serve as.a center for scholarly research and study for

religious scholars.
Secondly, the Center.is to explore and experiment with techniques and m~thods that can be used in establishing learning experiences for University students in religions
· other than Christianity.

It is here that the points of contact

betwee~ the Christian Tradition and other Traditions will be
discovered and investigated.

By developing and improving not

only the stud2nts' but also the University faculty's acquaintance
with other world religions, the understanding and dialogue between
the University and the members of the San Diego community will be
enhanced.
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acquisitions ($5,000.00) and the cost of an annual summer
seminar ($8,300.00).
The first year program calls for the acquisition of basic library holdings which will make possible the
scholarly and effective teaching of the summer seminar.

PROGRAM

It is proposed that a special section of the

IMPLEMENTATION

library be established with the potential of
being designated in the name of a donor or

donors.

5
/

The summer - seminar . (June 19
29, 1972) will
be offered as an undergra~uat E three-credit course for students
and interested members both of the local community and the wider
academic community.

An internationally known scholar of Hinduis m

will lecture as · a visiting professor.

One of the resident schoiars

of the University will serve as c oordinator and co-lecturer.

The

last two days of the seminar will be open to the larger ecumenical
community.

Priests, . pastors, and people of all faiths will be

invited to engage in the dialogue hetween Christianity and Hinduism .

OBJECTIVES AND

We anticipate that the Ecumenical Center for

"FUTURE PLANS

World Religions w-;Jl continue to grow and be
a c om pe 1 l i n_g. f o r c e· i n t h e u n de rs ta n d i ng b e t we e n

men of other cultures and faiths.
~J e l o o k forward to t he day when n at i on a 1 and

international scholars and interested_ student~ of the religions
will be invited to live at the Center, to engage in scholarly
research in its library, to lecture in the University classrooms,
and to participate in dialogue and encounter with fellow members
of the community.

CHAIRMAN AND

The Chairman of the Ecumenical Center for
\

COORDINATOR

World Religions is Msgr. John R. Portman,
S.T.B., S.T.L., S.T.D.

Msgr. Portman is

Chairman of the Department ~f Religious Studies of the University
of San Die~o and Chairman of the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission
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The Coordinator of the Center is Professor
Delwin Byron Schneider, B.A., M.A., B.D., Ph.D., Associate
Professor of Religious Studies at the University of San Diego.
Dr. Schneider, an expert ih Asian religions, received his
education both in this country and Japan.

A graduate of Concordia

Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, he received his doctorate
from Rikkyo University, Tokyo, Japan.
book, Konkokyo: A Jipanese Religion.
No God But God.

While in Japan he wrote the
He is also the author of

Visiting Scholar at the Center for the Study of

World Religions at Harvard University upon his return from Japan,

Dr. Schneider was professor at Gustavus Adolphus College, St.
Peter, Minnesota, and since 1970 has served as professor of
Asian religions _ at the University of San Diego.

He has conducted

a course on World Religions for educational television and each
year teaches an American study program in Japan and China.

In

the course of his travels Dr. Schneider has visited the home of
most of the world 's religions.

